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Call for Application of "J-GlycoNet Joint Research Program” in FY2023

1. Purpose

The following three institutions are accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, MEXT, Japan, as the J-GlycoNet cooperative network; that is, J-GlycoNet is one of the
official Joint Usage/Research Centers of Japan:
1. Institute for Glyco-core Research (iGCORE) in Tokai National Higher Education and
Research System (THERS),
2. The Exploratory Research Center on Life and Living Systems (ExCELLS) in The National
Institutes of Natural Sciences (NINS), and
3. Glycan and Life Systems Integration Center (GaLSIC) at Soka University,

All animals, plants, and microorganisms have three molecular chains that support their lives. These
biological chains are genomes (nucleic acids), proteins, and glycans. However, knowledge of glycans is
socially and academically less understood compared to that of genomes or proteins, so that researchers
in other fields have tended to avoid the glycosciences. The vision of J-GlycoNet is to open new avenues
for glycan research through promoting multidisciplinary research and new life science.

Therefore, J-GlycoNet invites joint research proposals on glycans with host faculty members using their
research resources, know-how, and state-of-the-art facilities within the J-GlycoNet cooperative network.

2. Proposal Categories
There are two categories for proposals:

A. Assisted Joint Research Program (Exploration Type): Both domestic and international joint
research on a wide range of themes involving glycans. This Exploration Type promotes
explorative research that contributes to the promotion of diverse research centered on the life
sciences and related fields. Funding is provided for up to one year.

B. Assisted Joint Research Program (Acceleration Type): Joint research that expands on the
research results obtained in the Exploratory Type. Funding is provided for up to one year and can
be renewed for up to three years by successfully undergoing an annual review process.

3. Eligibility

Faculty members, researchers, or equivalent personnel (hereinafter referred to as "faculty
members/researchers") affiliated with universities and public research institutions in any country are
eligible to apply. However, a faculty member belonging to iGCORE, EXCELLS, or GaLSIC (hereinafter
referred to as "J-GlycoNet Institutions™), which constitute J-GlycoNet, must be specified as a host
researcher, and cannot be an applicant. An applicant who is a faculty member/researcher of THERS,
NINS, or Soka University but does not belong to any J-GlycoNet Institution cannot apply with a host
researcher who is in the same institution. For example, a faculty member of THERS who does not
belong to IGCORE cannot choose an iGCORE researcher as a host researcher, but he/she can choose
a host researcher in EXCELLS or GaLSIC. In addition, if an applicant and a host researcher are in the
same research unit (even through cross-appointment or dual appointment), he/she is not eligible to
apply. Note that graduate and undergraduate students may be included as research assistants. All
participating graduate and undergraduate students must be covered by "Personal Accident Insurance for
Students Pursuing Education and Research (Gakkensai)". Undergraduate students must conduct
experiments under the supervision of their faculty member who is assistant professor or above, or the
host researcher in J-GlycoNet.

4. Duration of joint research

From the funded start date to March 31, 2024.
5. How to apply
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1) Before applying, please contact either the "One-Stop Consultation Service (https://j-
glyconet.jp/consult/)" or a researcher in J-GlycoNet regarding eligibility, research topic,
and selection of the host researcher, etc. The host researcher is responsible for budget
execution and research management at their J-GlycoNet Institution. (Please note that a research
proposal without prior consultation may be deemed ineligible for funding.)

2) The applicant may apply for only one proposal for each call.

3) Please download the application form from the J-GlycoNet homepage at https.://j-
glyconet.jp/research/.

4) The applicant must obtain the approval of the head of his/her institution and submit their completed
application via the J-GlycoNet homepage at https://j-glyconet.jp/research/application/.

5) Note that the application form must be submitted as a PDF file (up to 5 MB) with the file name
indicating the names of the institution and the applicant, delimited by underbars. For example,
My_University Firsthname_Lastname.pdf.

* For information on J-GlycoNet-affiliated researchers and their fields of study, please visit each
institution’s web site:

- IGCORE: https://igcore.thers.ac.jp/en/

- EXCELLS: Please ask the administrative office at
https://www.excells.orion.ac.jp/en/research-group/collaborative-research-
promotion-office

- GalSIC: https://www.soka.ac.jp/en/glycan/members/

6. Submission deadline for application

February 28, 2023, 12:00 pm (Japan Standard Time)

7. Budget and number of proposals to be selected

Assisted Joint Research Program (Exploration Type): Up to 300,000 JPY (for international)
Up to 200,000 JPY (within Japan)

Assisted Joint Research Program (Acceleration Type): Up to 500,000 JPY (for international)
Up to 400,000 JPY (within Japan)

At most 30 proposals will be funded in total across both the Acceleration Type and Exploration Type
applications. There are cases where the Acceleration Type may be selected as an Exploration Type
proposal. Please note that the amount of funding may be reduced from the amount applied for
depending on budget availability and the results of the review process. “international”: an applicant must
belong to an institution in a country other than Japan.

8. Review procedure

The final selection of funded projects and their respective budgets will be determined through a
document review process by the J-GlycoNet review committee. The applicant will be directly notified by
early April. Information on the joint research proposals funded, i.e., titles of the joint research projects,
applicants’ names, positions, and affiliations, and host researchers’ names, positions, and affiliations, will
be posted on the J-GlycoNet website.

9. Research Expenses

Research expenses for each joint research project will be executed by the J-GlycoNet host researcher
within the limits of the following two categories.

1) Travel Expenses: In principle, travel expenses are limited to travel to the "J-GlycoNet institution"
related facilities to accomplish the joint research project. Travel expenses will be calculated and
reimbursed in accordance with the rules on travel expenses of the respective J-GlycoNet
Institution.

2) Consumable Supplies: Consumable Supplies are limited to those used to accomplish the joint
research tasks specified in the application and items related to commissioned experiments
(limited to shipping costs, etc.). Please note that equipment cannot be purchased.
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10. Use of Facilities

The use of the research resources, equipment, etc. is permitted under the direction of the J-GlycoNet
host researcher.

11. Report of research results

The applicant is required to submit a report of the research results within two weeks (by April 15) after
the end of research period (March 31st). The report will be posted on online, such as on the J-GlycoNet
website.

12. Acknowledgements and publications

The performance of J-GlycoNet is evaluated through the number and quality of publications that are
supported by the J-GlycoNet Joint Research Program. Therefore, it is requested that research papers
reporting on results produced from J-GlycoNet joint research clearly accredit this joint research program
in the acknowledgements as shown below.

In addition, please send a PDF file of the published paper to cinfo-igcore@med.nagoya-u.ac.ip.

Examples:

- This work was supported by the joint research program of the J-GlycoNet cooperative
network, which is accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, MEXT, Japan, as a Joint Usage/Research Center.

- This work was performed using the facilities of the J-GlycoNet cooperative network, which is
accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, MEXT,
Japan, as a Joint Usage/Research Center.

For the Assisted Joint Research Program (Exploration Type) :

- This work was supported by the Assisted Joint Research Program (Exploration Type) of the
J-GlycoNet cooperative network, which is accredited by the Minister of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, MEXT, Japan, as a Joint Usage/Research Center.

For the Assisted Joint Research Program (Acceleration Type):

- This work was supported by the Assisted Joint Research Program (Acceleration Type) of
the J-GlycoNet cooperative network, which is accredited by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, MEXT, Japan, as a Joint Usage/Research Center.

Note: Please ensure that the term “J-GlycoNet” is included if you use a modified version of these
statements.

13. Intellectual Property Rights
In principle, the handling of intellectual property rights shall conform to the handling standards for

intellectual property rights of the respective J-GlycoNet Institution involved in the research project (see
appendix).

14. Security Export Control
When providing research equipment, samples, technical guidance, etc. overseas, or conducting joint

research with overseas researchers, the application may be required to follow the procedures under the
security export control regulations of the host researcher's institution.

15. Gender Equality

Please take gender equality into consideration when planning and conducting joint research.
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16. Personal Information

Personal information provided through the call for proposals will be used only for the purpose of
reviewing proposals. Please be aware that information of proposals funded, such as the name of the
applicant, affiliation, title of research project, etc., may be published in publicity materials and on the J-
GlycoNet website.

16. Contact Information

For inquiries, please contact the Office of Glycoscience Research Promotion, J-GlycoNet (Contact: Drs.
Go and Nibu). E-mail: cinfo-igcore@med.nagoya-u.ac.ijp
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Appendix

iIGCORE, THERS

[Guidelines for handling of intellectual property in iGCORE, THERS]

Joint research will be conducted in iIGCORE in accordance with the following stipulations of Tokai
National Higher Education and Research System (THERS).

Intellectual property rights for inventions, etc. generated through collaboration shall be owned by both
THERS and the collaborators’ organization, based on the level of contribution of both parties. However,
inventions, etc. solely by either THERS or the collaborators through collaboration shall be owned solely
by each of them.

https://education.joureikun.ijp/thers ac/act/frame/frame110010844.htm (available only in Japanese)
https://education.joureikun.ijp/thers ac/act/frame/frame110010852.htm (available only in Japanese)
https://education.joureikun.ijp/thers ac/act/frame/frame110010845.htm (available only in Japanese)
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ExCELLS

[Guidelines for handling of intellectual property rights at ExCELLS]

Intellectual property rights will be handled pursuant to the NINS Intellectual Property Policy
(https://www.nins.jp/site/rule/1127 .html).
(Attribution of rights such as patent rights shall be discussed separately.)

[Guidelines for joint research projects at ExCELLS]

1. Certificate application for individuals working with radiation
When the project accepted involves an experiment using a radioisotope at ExCELLS, all the persons
who work under a radioactive condition are strictly required to be registered at EXCELLS.

2. Gene recombination experiments

When the project accepted involves an experiment using gene recombination or gene editing at
ExCELLS, the experiment plan should be reviewed and approved beforehand by the Gene Recombinant
Experiments Safety Committee of the Three Okazaki Institutes before staring.

3. Animal experiments
When the project accepted involves an animal experiment at ExCELLS, the experiment plan should be
reviewed and approved beforehand by the NINS Animal Experimentation Committee before staring.

4. Any projects involving human subjects or specimens obtained from human bodies

When the project you are planning to submit involves human subjects or specimens obtained from
human bodies or related fields, it should be approved by the ethics committee of your institution before
submission. After approval by ExCELLS, it should be next approved by the Ethics Committee for Human
Research of National Institutes of Natural Sciences before starting.

When a project is classified as “clinical research” by the Ethical Guidelines for Medical and Health
Research Involving Human Subjects issued by the Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare of Japan,
please consult with an EXCELLS researcher beforehand.

5. Human genome or gene analysis research

When the project accepted involves an experiment on human genome/gene analysis at ExXCELLS, the
experiment plan should be reviewed and approved by the Ethics Committee for Human Research of
National Institutes of Natural Sciences before staring.

[Others]

1. Accommodations
We have accommodations for use by researchers who participate in joint research. Researchers who
want to use the lodging facilities shall contact an EXCELLS researcher.

2. Childcare support

Depending on availability, researchers who participate in ExCELLS joint research projects can use our
onsite childcare facility. Researchers requiring childcare s contact the receptionist (details below) to
make a booking at least 6 weeks in advance.

[Contact for childcare booking] NINS Okazaki Administration Center, General Affairs Section
TEL: +81-564-55-7122
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Soka University

[Soka University Glycan and Life System Integration Center (GaLSIC) Research Collaborator]
Please refer to the following homepage for information on potential joint researchers (research
collaborator) at the Institute. Before applying for a joint research project, please consult thoroughly with
the Institute's collaborators before proceeding with the application procedure.
https://www.soka.ac.jp/en/glycan/members/

[Guidelines for conducting joint research project at GaLSIC]

In principle, a "Joint Research Contract” must be executed between the Institute and the institution to
which the collaborator belongs before the joint research begins. The handling of joint research at the
Institute is in accordance with the "Regulations Concerning Application and Use of Joint Usage and
Research Collaboration of GalSIC, Soka University".

https://www.soka.ac.jp/files/ja/20220509 172136.pdf (Available only in Japanese)

[Guidelines for handling of intellectual property rights at GaLSIC]

Intellectual property resulting from the joint research belongs to the institution to which the co-researcher
belongs. However, if GaLSIC is recognized to have an equivalent intellectual contribution, this shall be
discussed with the Institute. Details is handled in accordance to the “Joint Research Contract”.

[Guidelines for conducting joint research experiments at GaLSIC]
When the accepted project involves an experiment related to any of the following, please consult with the
host researcher beforehand.

(D Submission of application form for Radiation Workers & Rl Implementation Plan
If the institute’s radioisotope facility is to be used for joint research, the registration procedure for
radiation workers must be completed.

@ Recombinant DNA experiments, experiments using biosafety level 2 or higher microorganisms, and
experiments using designated toxins

If such experiments are involved in the joint research, approval by the ethics committee of Soka
University is required.

@ Animal Experiment
In each joint research, if animal experiments are involved at this institute, approval by the ethics
committee of Soka University is required.

@ Research on humans and specimens obtained from human samples

If joint research involves "research on humans and specimens obtained from humans" at this institute,
approval by the ethics committee of the institution to which the researcher belongs is required in
advance. In addition, examination and approval by the Soka University Institutional Review Board for
Human Research, the Soka University Life Science Ethics Committee, or both committees may be
required. You will also be required to submit a written consent approved by your institution when applying
for joint research.

(® Human Genome / Gene Analysis Research

If joint research involves "human genome / gene analysis research" at this institute, approval by the
ethics committee of the institution to which the researcher belongs may be required in advance. In
addition, examination and approval by the Soka University Institutional Review Board for Human
Research, the Soka University Life Science Ethics Committee, or both committees will be required. You
may be asked to submit a written consent approved by your institution when applying for joint research.
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